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- Gigantic U.S. Intelligencey, . ?

Apparatus  In Question After
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- Laos, Other Fiascos

High Margin of Error,
Secret Policy-Making
By CIA Cited — Book
Details Some Cases.

By MARQUIS W, CHILDS

Chief Weashington Correspondent
of the Post-Dispatch.
¢ 1982 8t. Louls Post-Dispateh

WASHINGTON, May 19.
IT WAS just two years ago that
President Eisenhower returnt d
from Paris after being subjected
by Premier Khrushchev to the vio-
fent and humiliating -attack that
blew up the long awaited summit

. meeting.

That was the sitermeth of the shooting
down of the Us2 e-p.onage plane 1300 miles
inside the Sovict Union. And the disaster
to the U-? with the capture of the pilot,
Francis Gary P.oaers, set in motion a
chain of consequences only dimly under-
slood in the two years thet aave passed.

Ever since World War I » mysteriosn
X called “intelhgence’ has figured in
Americaa policy decisions. A huge intel-
ligence apparitus has c¢ome intn beinn
While part of this :pparatas is exposed «
puplic view. 23 in the big headquarters
that the Central Intell,.ence Agency ho
built on the Potomec river near Washing-
ton, the mystcrious reports of the CIA ad

military intclligence are always shrouded -

in secrecy.

DESPITE efforte 10 cur it back end co-
erdinate 1t on the military side, there a5 @
strong suspicion that the intellizence tail

has more often (har not wagged the peiicy,

dog. A look backward &t intelligence evalu-
ations oa which presumably major deci-
sions have becn based, raises substantial
doubt 2s to whether this overbalancing in-
fluence—formed on infcrmetion always de-
nied to the public and .1 certain instances

. The margin of error scems alwoys to
hove been on the cptimistic side. This
goes from the estimate of when the So-

. wviet Union would obtzia the stomic bomb, -

s misjudament of coywhere from four te
M vears, depending on the ictelligence
cource, to the Cubza flasco end the in-
formed conclusion that tk2 landing of
3283 Cubsn potriots ot the Bay of Pigs
would touch eff n cuccesefel upricing
sgainet Fidel Castro.

It covers the recent events in Seuth-
esst Asia. Lergely through the maching.
tions of the CIA & “strong man.?”” Phoumi
Nosavan, was put In power in ).zos. He
has proved to be strong chiefly i1 preso-
ing ever larger demonds ex thy Unlted
States. As recently £5 ¢ year cge )~ less,
military intelligenee wes testtg the

“ Royal Lactlzn Army as on effezive milly
tary force. While disillasicn scrrs to
have set in, thers is rezsoa ta nender
whether sayons wee prepared lo- the
flight from Wam Ths td by thy Royel
Laotian genersly.

The answes of the CIA 13 that ta2t wuc-
cessos must necescariy be kept accet
while their faliures are adverticed ty the
vorld. But if the successes canno- be
known, curely something can be lesracd
from the dirasters. A book just publded
*“The U-2 Affair,” by David Wize eat
Thomas B. Ross, hreaks tircuph effk il
secrecy end the vrappings of - e
coverup to show how little th~ tresdent
or anyone else in high cuthor.z. retually
~rintrolled the operation and how dicsstrous
were the consequences growing ou' cf the
bungled wov in which tie affe’~ i 17
CCled oncr the piane was roy DT 3 S
The CIA'c anewer g« ther v risity

]

photographs of the Seviet L in L ITE L

the four oc Tve vears Ffo- s Yo
Comvned more than oo sar Ip the
final tragedy But anv 7 71 33€T uoa
may have had on pol-y s1ce astable.
The authors o *The U - a7y " g1y that
policy-makers u tne ~a te . giuine
contre! A the p=n - uptuy of
1950 and zealnu- 4 - e Wvet,mnl

to get “‘juzt one e m gy b
cherge They reach ta llews g W
conc uLira '

even to officials of the government—is

wisa,

“There {5 no tubstenticted evidence of
sny sorl of conspiracy to scuttle the
summit. But it is cleor that meny impor- .

© {znt persons in the intelligence field were

more concerned with the U-2 23 a velw-
chie instrumedt ol esplonage than with

. its possible effect oa the summit, In other

wnrds, they were worried not €3 much
that the U-2 might cadenger the cummit
as that the sammit might endanger the
U-2. By Meay of 1633, intelligence had

" come to domiccte policy in the U-2 pro-

gram. Instead of serving € o bocla for
policy-meking, intelligence-gethering hed
become zn end in itself.”

The CTA has virtually completed the
move from Wazhington to the new building
that rises like a big white cliff on the Po-
trmac How mony employes are housed
there ;s. of course, secret. But it can be
stated thet the building has one million
cquare [s¢t of fleor space, meking it a little

Jess tran a third Jie sice of the Pemtagon. -

Despit~ *it's s-upe the CIA 18 reteining its
headquar.css building in Wechingtea. Thus
the intelligence teil, judging trom the few
external pli upses that are permitted, ap-
pears tn be prowing larger rather ‘than
sm-ller. Whether it will weg the policy
dog in appraising the perilous and uncer-
toin power Salance in Southeset Asia be-
.+ men Ching ord Russia is & profoundly
¢ cohing qreston,

5V C1A ~xparded to its present size and
v suide opiration under Allen Dulles,
viresr vod ox depaty director begineing in
wy a4 o= as director storting in 1953,
Lyi .oov a serss o symbelic figure, He
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